A Statement by the Deputies to General Convention 2006, L eade ship, and Bishop

of the Episcopal Diocese of Utah

March 13,2007

Ye are not now to learn, that as of itself it is not hurtful, so neither should it be to any man scandalous and
offensive, in doubtful cases, to hear the different judgement of men. Be it that Cephas hath one interpretation,
and Apollos hath another, that Paul is of this mind, and Barnabas of that. If this offend you, the fault is yours.
Carry peaceable minds, and ye may have comfort by this variety. Now the God of peace give you peaceable
minds, and turn it to your everlasting comfort.

(Richard Hooker, “Learned Discourse of Justification”)

Introdudion

The Utah deputation to the General Convention 2006 and other diocesan leaders met on February 22,
2007,at theinvitation of the Tenth Bishop of Utah, The Right Reverend Carolyn Tanne Irish, to
review and discuss the PrimatesOCommuniquefrom Tanzania. After severa attempts to respondto its
variouspoints, we felt called to state who we are as a Church and how we came to bewhere we are on
matters of great importance -- rather than ssmply to respondto descriptionsand opinionsexpressed by
others.

Therefore this doaument seeks to reframe the conversation of matters now dividing the Anglican
Communion worldwide

In an effort to produce a doaument of readable length we have not explicated theissues as degply as
thar seriousess demands In thehopes of presenting these comments for wider readership and
reflection, we make them conasely and offer them prayerfully.

The Baptismal Covenant
The Book of Common Prayer 1979 of The Episcopal Church, pp. 304-305.

Our people seek to live outthe covenant of Holy Baptism. Thisisthefounddion of ouridentity as
Christians, and the vows we make in this covenant are based on our undestanding of the essential
relationship between God and humanity.

The covenant is placed at the heart of thebaptismal liturgy in the context of the ApoglesOCreed.
Echoing the earliest known liturgies of the andent Church, the covenant calls each bgptized person
into faithfulnessin prayer, fellowship, eucharistic celebration, repentance, and prodamation of the
GoodNews, asking for commitment in the questionswhich follow the ApoglesOCreed. Thetwo final
guestionsare these:

Q: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
Q: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of
every human being?
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(We note with appreciation tha the subgance of these questionsis affirmed but differently stated in
Sections3 and 4 of the Report of the Covenant Design Group.)

We cannotanswver Q will, with God® hdpOwith integrity if we do notlovethendghborwhois
lesbian, gay, bisexud, or transgendeed (hereafter Qyay and lesbianQ, if we do not strive for justice for
al pesons andif we do notrespect ther dignity by our wordsand actions Our Lord Jesus Christ
himself modded a ministry of care and respect for personsmargindized by thar sodeties. Bigotry,
discrimination, and haemongeing have no place in thelife of the bgptized.

Our Baptismal Covenant describes our Christian commitment, solemnly sealed by water and the Holy
Spirit and regularly reaffirmed by each of usin liturgy. We will notlay it asidefor the sake of an
outward unity. We are notwilling to bear this cog, norto set the cog onthebacks of lesbian and gay
people.

The context of the covenant with the ApoglesOCreed isimportant here. The Anglican tradition has
ove thecenturies resisted the sometimes forceful calls to become a confessiond Church, asin some
Protestant traditions We hold firmly to the ApoglesOand Nicene Creeds as our definitionsof dodrine.
We have adopted versionsof the Book of Common Prayer in our provinces which we bdieve righty
reflect thedodrine of the creeds

The creedsdo not address particular ethical or moral issues, butformulate wha is essential to thefaith
aboutthe naure and work of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, and theHoly Spirit. We do notaccept any
attempt to elevate particular mora questionsand answversto thelevel of essential dodrine The
Church has always been free to establish its teachingsand discipline with respect to moral issuesin
ways faithful to the Gogpd of Jesus Christ. This freedom should not be diminished by temptationsto
expand core dodrines with litmustests of so-called rthodoxyO

Defining and Reddfining Authority
The Holy Scriptures, Polity, and Documents of Meetings

The Holy Scriptures

Did you receive the Spirit by doing the works of the law or by believing what you heard? ...
Having started with the Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh? (Galatians 3:2-3)

Judgmrents aboutethics by appedl to theHoly Scriptures aloneare foreign to our Anglican traditions
which have aways induded other sources of authority inthar ddiberations Theseminaries of The
Episcopd Church have taughtbiblical studies for more than a century by employing the hermeneutical
methodsof moden biblical criticism.

These methodsrequire tha Holy Scripture beinterpreted notin ther literal sense alone

(nearly impossible, since each of usbringsour own lenses to theinterpretive task), but with reference
to scholarship in linguistics, history, narative, culture, anthropdogy, archaeology, and other
disciplines which, in combinaion and unde the guidance of the Holy Spirit, may revea ayet
undiscovered richnessin the text.

Theinterpretation of Holy Scriptureisimpoveished by narrow undestandingsand by the selective
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application of such undestandingsto complex moral issues. Thereisno single biblical morality. Few
biblical scholars would claim tha a monodiromatic approach to ethics and human behavior existsin
theHoly Scriptures.

For these and other reasonsAnglicanshave historically rejected sola scriptura in the narow sense tha
some continental Reformers undeastoodit. We hold tha the Holy Scriptures are indeed the Word of
God and do contain al thingsnecessary to salvation, as our ordinaion oah states, but this written
Word of God is awitness to our Lord Jesus Christ, not Christ himself. Or, to state it differently,
following Anglican theologian JohnMacQuarie, the Holy Scriptures are nottherevelation of God,
Christ istherevelation of God, and the Holy Scriptures are the record of tha revelation.

TheHoly Scriptures, written in antiquity, could not and did not foresee many of the ethical questions
we facein our age We cherish therevelation of God which comes to usmog pefectly in Christ, by
whog Mind and in whos pefect example al ourbiblical interpretation mug be prayerfully tested.

Christ® risen presence and God®Holy Spirit assist usin theinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures as
communities gather both in liturgy andin synod. Synods solemnly and prayerfully met, have
historically hdd theweighty responsbility of interpreting the sacred texts as they formulate the bdiefs
and actionsof our provinces. The Geneaa Convention bears this responsbility, as do thehighest
assemblies of each of our provinces.

Polity

Unity in essentials.
Diversity in nonessentials.
Charity in all things. (Augustine of Hippo)

We are wary of setting forth any new designfor our Communion which creates supra-provindal
bodies capable of directing or legidating for our provinces. Recent disagreements concerning human
sexudity have demongrated tha the hopeof finding aworldwide path acceptable to al onthis or other
major issues may beeusve (and, we bdieve, may notat al times bedesirable).

We are called to demondrate the values of living with diversity while still seeking to discover theunity
Christ dlonecan give. Unity cannot beforged violently or artificially out of thefires of dissent. Itisa
gift of Christ fervently to be prayed for and thankfully to beacknowledged in those places across the
Communion where thefruits of our coopeative ministries are so richly evident.

We value and uphoMd therights of provincesto providefor ther own episcopae, locally adgpted, and
to create provindal canonsand structures tha serve thar people. We do notwish to become a
centralized Communion, even onefocused on the so-called Ingruments of Unity (or Ingruments of
Communion). We note tha these Insruments allow for preciouslittle participaion by lay pesonsand
even lessfor women, who are not yet called to leadership or even voice in many places across the
Communion.

We are concerned that the Communionis addressing proposls to changeour polity subgantially,
driven by thetensonsaroundissues of human sexudity. We bdieve thiswill set adangeous
precedent. There will come other issuestha have the potential to divideus These oughtnotto be
resolved by redefining our structures each time they emerge, nor can onenewly-created structure hope
to anticipate all future demands
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Provinda autonomny has served uswell thusfar precisely because it has not demanded uniformity. It
has relied on theexercise of affection, nat law, to bind us The depth of our worldwide convesations,
and until recently thar generally irenic spirit, demondrate how well autonorny works when member
provinces and ther leaders are committed to the exercise of respect amongequds. Lack of such
commitment and practice does far more damageto the bondsof affection than do the contents of any
specific issues of debae.

We affirm, with theandent Church, the prindple of respect for diocesan and provindal boundaies,
which isfounddiond to theintegrity of provindal relationdhips Permissionis required for any bishop
to exercise ministry in another diocese. Degradaion of this prindple weakensthewhole.

Documents of Meetings

Documents and resolutionstha emerge from the Lambeth Conferences, meetingsof the Primates, and
working groupshave valuein our ongoing discourse, butthey have been recently accorded an
authornity they smply do nothave. Members of the Genera Convention of The Episcopd Church
2006heard the Secretary General of the Anglican Communion assure ustha the Windsor Report was
onestep in a process which will take years to blossom fully. We know tha the Lambeth ConferencesO
resolutionshave no legidative force, and tha no province is required to take uponitself any demands
made beyondits own boundaies (and, indeed, some provinda canonsmake this expressly illegd).
Such isthe current naure of Anglican polity.

We are concerned abouta creeping authoritarianism, both in the claims made by the groupstha
produce the doauments and also in the manne they are employed in worldwidediscussion. In placesit
is noted that while such doauments have no legd force, they are spoken of noneghdess as representing
the Gtandad of teachingCof the Anglican Communion or as bearing a Gnoral force.O

We regret tha the doauments themselves are beng used as if they already have definitive moral and
Juridical force across the Communion. Authornty cannotbeclaimed by itself. It mus berecognized
and accepted by thosee whomit govens Theprocess of acceptance to which The Episcopd Church
and all provinces have been bidden has only jugt begun. It may be strongly argued that The Episcopd
Church hasin fact addressed wha has been asked of usthroughour churchwide structures with greater
fiddity than other provinces.

Human Sexudity

We are well aware tha languages and cultures across theworld spesk of gay and lesbian personsand
the concepts of human sexud behavior differently. Some languayes have nowordsfor what the
English terms mean; some cultures describe no smilar conaepts.

TheHoly Scriptures do not speak of wha we describein The Episcopd Church asloving, faithful,
monogamous life-longcommitments of two personsof the same sex, nar dothey speak of theintimate
sexud lives such committed personsmay express with oneanother in thar relationdhips We must
therefore look more deeply within as well as beyondthe Holy Scripturesfor guddinestha may be
broughtinto dialoguewith those passages of Scripture usudly employed to address matters of sexud
intimacy. Sudained study, diadlogue and prayer are critical to undestanding the mystery and gift of
human sexudity. This Church has offered to the Communion a study entitled To Set Our Hope On
Christ, which speaks at length of these complex issues.
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Some cultures have notyet engaged in public discussion of theissues on any significant level because
of religiousor ethnic tengonswithin thar communities or because of cultural noms or taboos We are
fully congtioustha respectful dialogueand education abouthuman sexudity cannothgopen with ease
in many places for variousreasons

Neverthdess, we bdieve the Church mug take leadership in this. We are congioustha many
provinces where dialogueand education are possible have not yet undetaken such study. We urgethe
Primates of the Anglican Communion to engage as a bodythemselves, andto offer oppatunitiesto
thar peoples, for seriousstudy of the scholarship produced in thelast decades by researchersin the
medical and human sciences as well as thework of abroad spectrum of theologians

No true education can take place withouthearing lesbian and gay voices in scholarship and in person.
It isdeeply distressing to ustha gay and lesbian people are bang spoken about and not with.

We hold firmly tha each personis achild of God, beautifully and wondefully made We do not
sanction the use of any languayein our worldwidediscussion or from our leaders tha demeans
demonizes, demoralizes, or damns people who are gay or lesbian. We are ashamed tha any in our
midg have spoken with wordstha are hurtful and even shameful in our debaes abouthuman
sexudity.

Languageis powerful. Words induding religiouswords can and have incited violence agans the
gay and lesbian children of God. No person should be spoken of with a single-identity QagOmeant to
define often in demeaning ways, the whole person.

For these sinswe ask God® forgiveness and beg our Communion to repent of any participaionin this
verbd abuse, the power of which to escalate into violenceis al too well demongrated.

At the same time we acknowledgeand repent of our culture® part in the degradation of human
sexudity and theways this has affected other courtries, particularly throughthe entertainment
indugry. Many of thetruly immoral dimensonsof sexud behavior, induding abuse, infiddity,
pomogtaphy, exploitation, promiscuity, and violence, have no doubtstemmed from this general
cheapening. Such behaviors are notto befoundsolely among people of any onesexud orientation,
however. We do notcondoneany of these behaviors, yet we undestand why many in the Communion
may bereluctant to credit any wordson sexud morality from theWest.

Findly, mindful of our commitment to respect thedignity of every human beng, we hopethat all

Primates and other bishopswill work to ensure tha pastoral care is provided for al ther people,
induding gay and lesbian members of every province.

Communications

We note that the Internet, so useful atool for human communication, has served both those who would
truly bein dialogueacross the globeas well as those who would wield it as aweapon. Thelnternet has
the capacity to amplify the voices of afew and to misrepresent the postionsof others. Whileit gives
voice to tho previoudy excluded from debate, it can also alow people to hide behind its anonymity.
Its speed and its tendency to suggest urgency lend themselves nather to thoughtul theological inquiry
nor, at times, to thedisseminaion of accurate information.
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ThereisnodoubttheInternet has shagped the conversation on human sexudity worldwide It has
broughtmany paints of view to thefore. It has also forced our Communion to make quick responss
to momentousissues. While the Church has never been known for moving with particular dispach, its
employment of the Internet as the primary locusand voice of the current convesationshas contributed
in large part to the sense of urgency the Communion feels. Theartificia pressures of polity and
theology at high speedsare now propdling the Communion to issue demandstha The Episcopd
Church make responses out of season with our constitutiondly soundand canonically-boundprocesses
of decision-making, processes which have served this historic Church well for more than two hunded
years.

These demandsfor nearly immediate responses misrepresent or ignore our polity. Asisonly becoming
clear to some across the Communion, our House of Bishopsmay not speak for the Episcopd Church
deinitively. Our House of Deputies, composed of equd numbers of lay and clergy personsfrom each
diocese, mug paticipate and conaur in decisionstha bind this Church throughour own Conditution
and Canonsand in our relationshipsworldwide

Our ongong dialogues with other provinces of this Communion will benefit from a more accurate
undestanding and acknowedgament of the polity of The Episcopd Church. The Communique
requests tha our Bishops

make an unequivocal common covenant that (they) will not authorize any Rite of

Blessing for same-sex unions in their dioceses or through General

Convention...and confirm that the passing of Resolution B033 of the 75" General
Convention means that a candidate for Episcopal orders living in a same-sex

union shall not receive the necessary consent...unless some new consensus on these matters
emerges across the Communion.

Our bishopsare boundby the decisionsof the General Convention of this Church. They may nat, even
by common covenant anongg themselves, agree to do otherwise. They may, of course, individudly
exercise thelatitudeallowed them in canonsand in General Convention resolutions But they may not
covenant to act unilaterally to clarify or sidestep the processes of General Convention and to frudrate
thefreedomand intent of the Conditution and Canonsof this Church.

Conduson

We respectfully present these thoughs and concernsto thewider Church, praying tha they may assist
in reframing the debaes away from thenarrow consgderation of human sexud condud and toward the
humanity of those per'sonswho are gay and lesbian, the place of Holy Scripture richly interpreted in
our moral decisiorrmaking, and the structures of our communities throughwhich we seek to livein the
light of Christ.

We encourage our Presiding Bishop, The Mogs Reverend Katharine Jefferts Schori, to foder the
formation of networks with Primates who are supportive of the actionsand directionsof The Episcopd
Church. Ther collective voice will assist the Communion in undestanding tha theissues we have
spoken of in this pgpoe have suppot in othe provinces and are not solely expressed by many in The
Episcopd Church.
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289  We express our desire to continuein thebondsof affection that tie usby the Spirit@ tether, notby the
290 shackles of ourown making. We continueto pray tha the Anglican Communion may beaworldwide
291 witnessto the saving grace of Jesus Christ in thelives of al its diverse peoples.

292

293 O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your
294 blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near:
295 Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you, bring the nations
296 into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh, and hasten the coming of your
297 kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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335 | Responses to this document may be made by contacting The Rev. Cn. Mary June Nestler, Canon for Ministry Formation
336 and Press Officer of the Diocese of Utah: mnestl er@episcopal-ut.org , 801/322-4131, ext. 347.
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