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Honoring Our Episcopal Legacy & Envisioning the Future 

Founded 41 years ago by Rev. Lincoln Ure, our organization was created to serve as a vital arm of the 

Episcopal Church in Utah. For over four decades, we have provided compassionate, professional spiritual care 

and accredited clinical training for chaplains. 

 

Episcopal Community Services (ECS) remains our legal 501(c)(3) nonprofit entity. To better identify the work 

that we do, we are also now doing business as: 

●​ Institute for Advancing Spiritual Care: Our overarching institute dedicated to advocacy, research, 

community partnerships, and expanding spiritual care across civic and healthcare systems. 

●​ Center for Advancing Spiritual Care & Education at St. Mark's Hospital: Our accredited clinical 

education arm, housing our historic Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) programs. 

 

What hasn’t changed is our mission:  

The Institute for Advancing Spiritual Care is a pioneer in training and placing multi-faith chaplains to provide 

compassionate spiritual care that heals and empowers the people we serve and strengthens the systems that 

serve them. Through empathy and professionalism, we form leaders who bring spiritual care and presence 

into the most vulnerable moments of love. 

Championing Whole-Person Care 

As our community continues its major civic and demographic growth, the Institute is positioning spiritual care 

as the essential fourth pillar of whole-person health alongside physical, emotional, and social well-being: 

●​ Physical: Body functions, medical symptoms, and treatment protocols. 

●​ Emotional: Mental health, grief, feelings, and psychological resilience. 

●​ Spiritual: Meaning, purpose, belief systems, hope, and core values. 

●​ Social: Community connection, family support, and relational networks. 

Clinical Education & Faculty Excellence 

The Center at St. Mark's Hospital remains the only ACPE: The Standard for Clinical Pastoral 

Education-accredited chaplain training program in Utah. Over the past year, we have assembled a nationally 

renowned education leadership team to elevate our clinical training and academic rigor: 
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●​ Rev. Dr. David W. Fleenor, PhD, BCC, ACPE Certified Educator: Leading our Accelerated Intern and 

Summer Residency units. Dr. Fleenor is an Episcopal Priest, and brings deep expertise from Mount 

Sinai, NYU, and Stony Brook University, incorporating research literacy and competency-based 

formation into chaplaincy education. 

●​ Rev. Thomas (Ty) Crowe, ACPE Certified Educator: Director of Spiritual Care & Chaplaincy at Johns 

Hopkins Hospital, serving as Senior Educator Advisor and Certified Educator. 

●​ Rev. Jennie Thomas, ACPE Certified Educator: Directing online distance learning models and resident 

clinical placement frameworks. She is also providing CPE education for active duty military chaplains 

as a contract certified educator for the United States Army. 

Academic & University Partnerships 

We maintain a robust eight-year partnership with Brigham Young University (BYU), educating and placing 

students enrolled in the BYU’s Master of Chaplaincy program. Additionally, we partner with Weber State 

University to conduct research measuring chaplaincy impact and healthcare outcomes. 

Community Leadership & Operational Reach 

Our chaplains, residents, and students serve on the front lines of care across Utah: 

●​ Healthcare Systems: Active chaplain coverage across 10 regional hospitals, including St. Mark's 

Hospital. 

●​ Senior Living Ministry: Spiritual care programming continues to expand at five senior living 

communities in close partnership with Episcopal Housing Services of Utah (EHSU). 

●​ First Responder Support: Developing specialized rapid-response protocols and dedicated chaplain 

coverage for law enforcement, fire, and EMS agencies in Salt Lake and Utah Counties. 

●​ Utah Leadership Council for Spiritual Care: Established in collaboration with executive advisors Jim 

and Colleen Copple, this invitation-only forum convenes civic, corporate, faith, and healthcare leaders 

to support enriching the community’s health and wellness with whole-person care. 

●​ Art Empowers Program: Assisting Rev. Amy Fox with funding management, grant writing and 

operational support for the Art Empowers youth ministry at St. Elizabeth's Episcopal Church in 

Whiterocks. 

Connecting with Us at Convention 

We invite all clergy, delegates, and parish members to engage with our team during the Diocesan Convention: 

1.​ Visit Our Convention Exhibit Table: Pick up educational materials, view our program graphics, and 

meet our leadership team. 

2.​ Watch Our 7-Minute Presentation Video: Highlighted during the business sessions to learn more 

about our history, our new educators, and our vision for 2034. 

3.​ Explore CPE Enrollment: Learn how clergy, lay leaders, and aspiring chaplains can enroll in accredited 

CPE units. 

4.​ Support the Mission: Join our Circle of Compassion monthly giving program or invite our chaplains to 

speak at your parish. 

 

With deep gratitude for the continued guidance and support of Bishop Phyllis Spiegel, the ECS Board of 

Trustees, and the congregations of the Episcopal Diocese of Utah. 

www.advancingspiritualcare.org 
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