
121st Convention of the Episcopal Church of Utah 
Report of the Standing Committee 

 
Members     Ex-Officio Members 
The Rev. Jason Samuel, (retired 9/2026)  The Rt. Rev. Phyllis Spiegel, 12th Bishop of Utah 
Ms. Kristin Madden, President   Dr. Frank Ascione, Secretary to Convention, ex officio  
The Rev. Deacon Pamela Archbold, RN  Branden Burningham, Esq. (Canonical Advisor), ex officio 
Ms. Mary Lloyd Barth    Ms. Angela Rogers, Assistant Secretary 
Mrs. Stacie Kulp 
The Rev. Ashley Wright 
 
Mandate (from Canon 13) 
The Standing Committee shall act as the Bishop's council of advice, and when there is no Bishop, the Standing 
Committee is the ecclesiastical authority.  
 
The Standing Committee shall have the duty of consenting to the ordination and consecration of bishops in other 
dioceses.  

It shall be the duty of the Standing Committee to give consent for ordinations within the Diocese in conformity with 
Canons III.6.6(c) and III.8.8.6(d) of the General Canons of The Episcopal Church, as the same may be amended from 
time to time.  

It shall be the duty of the Standing Committee, acting with the consent of the Bishop, unless there is no Bishop, to give 
consent for the encumbrance or alienation of all real property held or managed by the Diocese, Congregations, 
Institutions, or the Corporation, to the extent authorized by Canon II.6 Sections 2 and 4 of the General Canons of The 
Episcopal Church, as they may be amended from time to time.  

The elected members of the Standing Committee shall serve as members of the Board of Trustees of the Corporation 
of the Episcopal Church in Utah.  

The Standing Committee shall report to the Council the anticipated distribution from the Perpetual Trust of St. Peter 
and St. Paul for the budget of the Diocese for the next year and report the same to the Convention.  

The Standing Committee shall perform such other work as directed by the Convention or the Bishop.  

Action Items 
The Standing Committee meets monthly on the second Thursday of the month at noon to carry out its canonical 
responsibilities.  
 
On October 17, 2026,  The Rev. Jason Samuel called the organizational meeting of the Standing Committee to order at 
9:15 p.m., via Zoom. A quorum was present. The purpose of the meeting was to elect officers and to set the date for 
the next meeting. Rev. Samuel was elected President; Ms. Madden, Vice President.  
 
Action items include: 

§ Approved the annual Resolution of the Standing Committee  
§ Elected Officers 
§ Approved minutes and agendas for regular and special meetings of the Standing Committee 
§ Held a combined Retreat with the Diocesan Council, the Trustees of the Perpetual Trust, and DVI 
§ Sponsored and Co-Sponsored Resolutions for the 2026 Diocesan Convention 
§ Approved the revised Policy on Calling a Priest 
§ Consented to Bishop Elections 
§ Consented to the Ordination to the Priesthood for The Rev. Dr. Shannon Burke 
§ Consented to the Ordination to the Diaconate for Gidge Sundquist 



§ Consented to the Ordination to the Diaconate for Daniel Johnston 
§ Approved 2026 Clergy Housing Allowances 
§ Consented and Approved Down Payment Assistance Agreements  
§ Approved Capital Fund Repairs/Loans for congregations 
§ Reviewed the request of Spirit of the Desert for dissolution to be presented at the 2026 Diocesan 

Convention 
§ Appointed a Sub-Committee for St. Barnabas and St. Stephen’s  
§ Approved CBRE to list and sell St. Barnabas for $2,250,000.00 

Approved an offer from the NAT-SU Health Care Group for the purchase of St. Barnabas 
§ Approved soil study work for St. Stephen’s  
§ Approved security measures and required funds for St. Stephen’s property, after the deconsecration of 

the chapel  
§ Moved to approve the filing of DBAs with the State for placeholders on the names St. Joseph the 

Protector and Iglesias San Jose Protector 
§ Approved the deconsecration and sale of St. Luke’s Chapel in Park City 
§ Created a Resolution for the Sale Proceeds for the Chapel in Park City 
§ Approved St. Luke’s to purchase a Rectory 
§ Approved to release funds to pay for Camp Tuttle repairs 
§ Approved restoration grants for both St. Paul’s Vernal and Church of the Good Shepherd Ogden, as 

well as a gap loan for the Church of the Good Shepherd 
§ Approved having a surveyor provide an accurate report of both Camp Tuttle and St. James property  
§ Approved rental funds from the Annex to go back to St. Michael’s as the loan was paid off  
§ Reviewed the request of Spirit of the Desert for dissolution to be presented at the 2026 Diocesan 

Convention  
§ Discussed changes in the relationship of Youth Impact in Ogden with the Episcopal Diocese of Utah 
§ Approved funds to be released to fund the work of a Consultant  
§ Authorized the Chancellor to act on behalf of the Diocese regarding a building project on 265 E 100 S, SLC, UT 
§ Approved the Bishop creating a pastoral directive regarding weapons in our sacred spaces 
§ Approved the revised Policy on Parish Guidelines for Dealing with a Registered Sex Offender 
 

 
The Mission Strategy of the Diocese 
As the stewards of the diocese's legal framework, we provide structural support for God’s mission in our midst. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Kristin Madden 
Standing Committee President 
 
  


