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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN UTAH


RESOLUTION FOR DIOCESAN CONVENTION 2026
In order that debate may be directed toward the resolution and not toward its justification, only the "RESOLVED..." will be moved. The explanation of the resolution will, however, be distributed to delegates. Resolutions may be submitted to the Convention by the Bishop, Standing Committee, Diocesan Council, a member of the Clergy canonically resident in the Diocese, a Warden, a delegate to the Convention, a Diocesan Council representative of any Region of the Diocese, a Vestry, A Bishop’s Committee, a Congregation, a Diocesan Commission or a Diocesan Committee.
TOPIC:   Creating a Veterans Ministry Discernment Committee
RESOLVED: That the 2026 Diocesan Convention of The Episcopal Church in Utah, mindful of General Convention Resolution 2009-C051, does hereby establish a temporary Veterans Ministry Discernment Committee (the “Committee”) to work during the period between the 2026 and 2027 Diocesan Conventions; and be it 
RESOLVED FURTHER: That the Bishop, in consultation with the Diocesan Council, shall appoint seven (7) to twelve (12) members as soon as practicable after the 2026 Convention; that, as practicable, the membership of the Committee shall reflect the geographic diversity of the Diocese and shall include veterans, active-duty or reserve-component service members, military family members or caregivers, clergy or chaplains, and persons experienced in pastoral care for veterans or veterans services; and be it 
RESOLVED FURTHER: That the Committee shall conduct a diocesan-wide inventory, by congregation and region, of existing church, governmental, and community resources; current ministries and partnerships; and unmet needs affecting veterans and their families, including spiritual care and moral injury, mental and behavioral health, suicide prevention, benefits navigation, housing and food security, employment, transportation, family support, social connection, and reintegration; and be it 
RESOLVED FURTHER: That the Committee may use surveys, listening sessions, and consultation to hear directly from veterans, service members, families, caregivers, survivors, congregations, chaplains, and service providers throughout Utah, with particular attention to rural and frontier communities and to people who face barriers to services; and be it
RESOLVED FURTHER: That the Committee may consult The Episcopal Church’s Office of Armed Forces and Federal Ministries, Veterans Affairs chaplains, state and local veterans’ agencies, veterans service organizations, community providers, and other dioceses with relevant ministries; and that it shall assess the Diocese’s appropriate pastoral role, referral boundaries, training needs, partnership opportunities, and capacity for a sustainable ministry; and be it 
RESOLVED FURTHER: That, no later than sixty (60) days before the 2027 Diocesan Convention, the Committee submit a written report to the Bishop and Diocesan Council for distribution to the Diocese. The report shall present its findings and recommend whether the Diocese should establish an Episcopal Veterans Fellowship. If the recommendation is to establish a Fellowship, the report shall include a proposal for its mission, scope, leadership, governance, partnerships, training, budget, and launch. If the recommendation is not to establish a Fellowship, the report shall explain the reasons and recommend any more appropriate ministry response; and be it 
RESOLVED FURTHER: That all congregations and diocesan institutions be invited to participate in the Committee’s inquiry; that the Diocesan Council may authorize reasonable expenditures from available funds not to exceed $2,500 per annum to support the work; and that the Committee dissolves at the adjournment of the 2027 Diocesan Convention unless Convention extends or replaces it.

Date:  August 6, 2026
Moved by: Office of the Bishop

Congregation/Organization:  Diocese

+           +             +

EXPLANATION:  The relevant churchwide action is General Convention Resolution 2009-C051, “Support Care and Fellowship for Veterans,” adopted by the 76th General Convention in Anaheim in 2009. Among other actions, it encouraged education about veterans’ healthcare and economic needs, direct action and pastoral relationships in local communities, annual healing services, and “the establishment of an Episcopal Veterans Fellowship for each diocese.” The official citation is: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of The Episcopal Church, Anaheim, 2009, pp. 535–536.

This resolution does not presume that a Fellowship is the best answer for Utah. Veterans, families, resources, and service gaps vary across the communities of the Diocese. A one-year inventory and listening process will allow the Diocese to make a grounded decision, avoid duplicating effective services, identify responsible partnerships, and propose either a sustainable Episcopal Veterans Fellowship or a more appropriate form of ministry.

Fiscal Note: Estimated diocesan expenditure not to exceed $2,500 during 2026–2027, subject to Diocesan Council approval and availability of funds, for travel assistance, listening sessions, accessibility, communications, and report preparation.
Note: The filing deadline is 60 days prior to the Convention (August 17, 2026). Resolutions received in proper form by then will be published on the website for the Diocesan Convention 2026 before the Pre-Convention Meeting. According to the Rules of Order, Rule VI.6, introductory paragraph and subparagraph e, respectively, “Resolutions filed after that date shall be referred to the Diocesan Council unless placed on the Calendar of the Convention upon a two-thirds majority vote. . . .”.
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