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THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN UTAH


RESOLUTION FOR DIOCESAN CONVENTION 2026
In order that debate may be directed toward the resolution and not toward its justification, only the "RESOLVED..." will be moved. The explanation of the resolution will, however, be distributed to delegates. Resolutions may be submitted to the Convention by the Bishop, Standing Committee, Diocesan Council, a member of the Clergy canonically resident in the Diocese, a Warden, a delegate to the Convention, a Diocesan Council representative of any Region of the Diocese, a Vestry, A Bishop’s Committee, a Congregation, a Diocesan Commission or a Diocesan Committee.
TOPIC:   New Assessment Formula
RESOLVED:  That the following assessment formula be adopted:
The 2028 assessment will be calculated at 10% of a three-year rolling average of the Pledge, Plate, and Other income of each congregation. This Resolution supersedes all prior Resolutions affecting assessment calculations.

Date:  August 1, 2026 
Moved by The Diocesan Council

Congregation/Organization: The Diocesan Council

+           +             +

EXPLANATION:  
1. Prior assessment formulations have created confusion and disproportionate distribution of the collected assessments across the congregations of the Diocese. This formula is intended to simplify the calculations and fairly distribute the proportion of the total assessment received by the Diocese from each congregation.

2. Pledge, plate, and other income does NOT include Diocesan Grant funds, Capital Campaign Funds, nor funds identified as “restricted.” 

2a.  Definitions:

Pledge is the total amount received in the form of pledge income for Operational Expenses.  Pledge income does not include donor-restricted funds.

Plate: Non-pledge income that comes through collections during services is Plate income. 

Other: Undesignated gifts given to the church.  Ex. Memorial gift that is unspecified. 

3. A three-year rolling average of income should avoid sudden large increases or decreases in the amount of a congregation’s assessment. Example: In January of 2028, the known financial information will be the amounts reported for the years 2024, 2025, and 2026.  The reason for this is that the 2027 income will not yet have been reported. Therefore, to determine the 2028 assessment, simply add the “Pledge, Plate, and Other” lines from the three years of Parochial Reports and divide by 3. 

Ex: 

2024 pledge, plate, and other income was $10,000

2025 pledge, plate, and other income was $12,000

2026 pledge, plate, and other income was $14,000

Totaling $36,000

Divide $36,000 by 3 and obtain the average income amount of $12,000 used to calculate the 10% assessment, which equals $1200 for 2028.

4. By superseding all previous Resolutions dealing with assessments, this Resolution eliminates a previously imposed cap on the amount an assessment can increase each year. This was previously a 10% cap.  Using the rolling average demonstrated above, both the Diocesan and Church budgeting processes will achieve a gradual and equitable fluctuation in the assessments, allowing for greater predictability. 

See Chart
Fiscal Note:  See above.
Note: The filing deadline is 60 days prior to the Convention (August 17, 2026). Resolutions received in proper form by then will be published on the website for the Diocesan Convention 2026 before the Pre-Convention Meeting. According to the Rules of Order, Rule VI.6, introductory paragraph and subparagraph e, respectively, “Resolutions filed after that date shall be referred to the Diocesan Council unless placed on the Calendar of the Convention upon a two-thirds majority vote. . . .”.
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